
 

 

Onota Township 

Zoning Administrator’s Report 
 

 

To: Onota Township Board, Planning Commission 
 

From: Jason McCarthy, Onota Township Zoning Administrator 

Date: December 1, 2025 

Re: Zoning Administrator’s Report – November 2025 
 

 

 
I provided the following planning and/or zoning-related correspondence during the month of 
November 2025: 

 

• Provided zoning approval for a proposed 216 SF addition to an existing single-family 
dwelling located at E3447 Old M-28 Hwy, Au Train, MI. Parcel Tax ID# 007-066-017-10. 
Applicant: Jason Barnes, E3446 Old M-28 Hwy, Au Train, MI. Forwarded to Joe Cilc at 
Alger County for building permits. 
 

• Received a Zoning Map Amendment petition from a group of residents along Old M-28. 
(ATTACHED). Based on my review of their submittal, the petition meets the ordinance 
requirements for a zoning map amendment, including legal descriptions, a correlated 
map, property owner information and signatures, a filing date, and a written statement 
outlining the requested zoning district change and its purpose. 

 
As such, the item should be placed on the December 9th Planning Commission agenda. To 
ensure clarity moving forward, below is a concise overview of the procedural steps 
required by the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act (MZEA) and the Onota Township Zoning 
Ordinance: 
 
1. Planning Commission – December 9, 2025, meeting. 
 
The Planning Commission will formally acknowledge receipt of the completed petition 
and may vote to schedule the required public hearing. 
 
2. Public Hearing 
 
Public notice, mailed and published, must be issued at least 15-days prior to the hearing. 
The hearing may occur at the January 2026 Planning Commission meeting. 
 
3. Planning Commission Recommendation 
 
After the public hearing, the Planning Commission will issue its formal written 
recommendation (approval, denial, or modification) to: 



 

 

 
The Onota Township Board, and 
 
The Regional Planning Commission (CUPPAD), as required under the MZEA when the 
county does not maintain a county planning commission. 
 
4. CUPPAD Regional Review 
 
CUPPAD will have up to 30 days to review the proposed amendment and provide 
advisory comments to the Township Board. 
This review is required, but CUPPAD’s recommendation is advisory and not binding. 
 
5. Township Board Final Action 
 
Once the Township Board receives the Planning Commission recommendation and 
CUPPAD’s advisory review (or after the 30-day review window closes), the Township 
Board may act on the amendment at a regular or special meeting. 
Their decision constitutes the final local action. 
 
6. Update to the Official Zoning Map 
 
If approved by the Township Board, the zoning map will be revised to reflect the change 
from Town Development (TD) to Lake Shore/River (LS&R). 
 

• I provided additional, DRAFT Vacation Rental zoning regulations for the Planning 
Commission to consider at their November meeting. I plan on attending the December 
9th meeting to follow up on their deliberations, and to determine if a zoning text 
amendment public hearing is recommended. 
 

• I also responded to a variety of zoning-related inquiries during this timeframe. 
 

 
JM 
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